
FACULTY OF ARTS & HUMANITIES OF UNIVERSITY
OF PORTO (PORTO)

P
H

D 20
26

*AVAILABLE FOR THOSE WHO MAY FIND THE STANDARD FEE A BARRIER TO PARTICIPATION

General Admission (students included) – 55 €
Reduced Social Fee*- 35 €

IMAGINED TERRITORIES: VISUAL METHODS 
AND SPATIAL STORYTELLING
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IMAGINED TERRITORIES: 
VISUAL METHODS AND SPATIAL STORYTELLING

Images accompany us constantly, shaping how we remember the past and imagine the
future. They are always cultural and social productions, capable of generating meaning
through both the visible and the invisible. In a context of visual hyperstimulation — from
surveillance screens to social networks, from maps to collective memories — the
question is not only whether we see, but how we see, and what impressions, memories,
and interpretations we bring to our understanding of the world: its inequalities, its
senses of belonging, the ways in which power is (re)produced, and how meanings
crystallize in the spaces we inhabit.

In a time marked by uncertainty, displacement, and fragmentation, visual methods offer
us not only tools of observation but also of (re)connection — ways of understanding
relationships, networks, and invisible flows that structure territories and modes of life
often overlooked by traditional social science methods.

The Winter School “Imagined Territories: Visual Methods and Spatial Narratives” invites
us to reflect on the image as both method and narrative — as a means of exploring how
people imagine, inhabit, and transform space. Images fix time and make the absent
present: they are windows into lived experiences, social tensions, and shared hopes.
Over the course of two days, key theoretical and ethical aspects of visual methods will
be discussed, alongside practical workshops in which participants will learn and deepen
techniques for data collection and analysis.

This program brings together guests from diverse fields to think about and experiment
with how territories can be observed, represented, and reinvented through visual
methodologies and creative research practices.

If, as Picasso said, “every image is a lie that tells the truth,” then our task is to learn to
read those truths — to uncover what they reveal about our territories, our memories,
and our ways of being together. To look, once again, not only to record the world but
also to imagine new possible worlds.

WELCOME TO OUR PHD WINTER SCHOOL
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IMAGINED TERRITORIES: 
VISUAL METHODS AND SPATIAL STORYTELLING

Open Applications:  November 26, 2025
Close Applications:  December 31, 2025
Notification of Acceptance:  January 7, 2026
Open Registration: January 8, 2026
Close Registration: January 18, 2026
PhD Winter School: February 4, 5 & 6, 2026

KEY-DATES

WEDNESDAY // 
February 4  th

THURSDAY // 
February 5  th

FRIDAY// 
February 6  th

15H30 - 19H30 

REGISTRATION +
SOCIOLOGICAL TOUR

09H30 - 18H00 

OPENING
+ 
PLENARY SESSION 
+
PRACTICAL WORKSHOPS

10H30 - 19H30 

ROUND - TABLE 
+
PRACTICAL WORKSHOPS
+
CLOSING

20H00 (OPTIONAL)
SOCIAL DINNER

20H00 (OPTIONAL)
SOCIAL GATHERING
+ 
CINEMA

GENERAL SCHEDULE
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IMAGINED TERRITORIES: 
VISUAL METHODS AND SPATIAL STORYTELLING

The sessions will be held at Faculty of Arts and Humanities of University of Porto.
Address:  Via Panorâmica, s/n, 4150-564 Porto
Google Maps here

WHERE

https://maps.app.goo.gl/rARQxz69i5VNNzDX7


Plenary Sessions

Round-table

Practical
Workshops

Sociological Tour

Movie Session

Social Gathering
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IMAGINED TERRITORIES: 
VISUAL METHODS AND SPATIAL STORYTELLING

HOW

VISUAL METHODS | VISUAL ETHNOGRAPHY | INTERDISCIPLINARITY  |
PEOPLE | PLACES | ETHICS | CHALLENGES | PHOTOGRAPHY | SOCIAL
PHOTOGRAPHY | PHOTO VOICE | PHOTO ELICITATION | AFFECTIVE
CARTOGRAPHY | EMOTIONAL MAPPING | STORYTELLING | DESIGN
THINKING | VISUAL INSTRUMENTS | CO-CREATION | PARTICIPATION |
URBAN THINKING | PLACE-MAKING | WALKING METHODS |
INNOVATION | VIDEO-NARRATIVES | VIDEO-VOICE | COLLABORATIVE
VIDEO | CINEMA  VISUAL METHODS | VISUAL ETHNOGRAPHY |
INTERDISCIPLINARITY | PEOPLE | PLACES | ETHICS | CHALLENGES |
PHOTOGRAPHY | SOCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY | PHOTO VOICE | PHOTO
ELICITATION | AFFECTIVE CARTOGRAPHY | EMOTIONAL MAPPING |
STORYTELLING | DESIGN THINKING | VISUAL INSTRUMENTS | CO-
CREATION | PARTICIPATION | URBAN THINKING | PLACE-MAKING |
WALKING METHODS | INNOVATION | VIDEO-NARRATIVES | VIDEO-
VOICE | COLLABORATIVE VIDEO | CINEMA  VISUAL METHODS | VISUAL
ETHNOGRAPHY | INTERDISCIPLINARITY | PEOPLE | PLACES | ETHICS |
CHALLENGES | PHOTOGRAPHY | SOCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY | PHOTO VOICE
| PHOTO ELICITATION | AFFECTIVE CARTOGRAPHY | EMOTIONAL
MAPPING | STORYTELLING | DESIGN THINKING | VISUAL
INSTRUMENTS | CO-CREATION | PARTICIPATION | URBAN THINKING |
PLACE-MAKING | WALKING METHODS | INNOVATION | VIDEO-
NARRATIVES | VIDEO-VOICE | COLLABORATIVE VIDEO | CINEMA  
VISUAL METHODS | VISUAL ETHNOGRAPHY | INTERDISCIPLINARITY |
PEOPLE | PLACES | ETHICS | CHALLENGES | PHOTOGRAPHY | SOCIAL
PHOTOGRAPHY | PHOTO VOICE | PHOTO ELICITATION | AFFECTIVE
CARTOGRAPHY | EMOTIONAL MAPPING | STORYTELLING | DESIGN
THINKING | VISUAL INSTRUMENTS | CO-CREATION | PARTICIPATION |
URBAN THINKING | PLACE-MAKING | WALKING METHODS |
INNOVATION | VIDEO-NARRATIVES | VIDEO-VOICE | COLLABORATIVE
VIDEO | CINEMA  VISUAL METHODS | VISUAL ETHNOGRAPHY |
INTERDISCIPLINARITY | PEOPLE | PLACES | ETHICS | CHALLENGES |
PHOTOGRAPHY | SOCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY | PHOTO VOICE | PHOTO
ELICITATION | AFFECTIVE CARTOGRAPHY | EMOTIONAL MAPPING |
STORYTELLING | DESIGN THINKING | VISUAL INSTRUMENTS | CO-
CREATION | PARTICIPATION | URBAN THINKING | PLACE-MAKING |
WALKING METHODS | INNOVATION | VIDEO-NARRATIVES | VIDEO-
VOICE | COLLABORATIVE VIDEO | CINEMA |  VISUAL METHODS | VISUAL
ETHNOGRAPHY | INTERDISCIPLINARITY | PEOPLE | PLACES | ETHICS | 

WHAT



The fees include participation on the “formal” activities of the Winter School, excluding the Optional
Cinema Session and Optional Social Dinner.

General Admission (students included) – 55 euros
Reduced Social Fee – 35 euros
(* This fee is available for those who may find the General Admission Fee a barrier to
participation)
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IMAGINED TERRITORIES: 
VISUAL METHODS AND SPATIAL STORYTELLING

EVERYONE CAN APPLY!

If you are interested in these topics and methods, please apply!
The PhD Winter School is open to everyone, regardless of social, professional and
educational background or activity, wether they are national or international, student or
non-student. We just want people willing to participate and foster new dialogues and
networks of ideas.

FEES:

CLOSES ON DECEMBER 31   ST

https://forms.gle/HRXUnsmPbrQM9zTQ9
https://forms.gle/HRXUnsmPbrQM9zTQ9


P
H

D 20
26

IMAGINED TERRITORIES: 
VISUAL METHODS AND SPATIAL STORYTELLING

BEATRIZ LACERDA

TIAGO PINTO

RÚBEN ELIAS

CATARINA
FIGUEIREDO

ANA BRODA SANTOS

ANA SALES

WE ARE ALL PHD
CANDIDATES FROM THE

INSTITUTE OF SOCIOLOGY

OF UNIVERSITY OF PORTO

FRANCISCA 
TEIXEIRA

ORGANIZING TEAM

any questions or comments contact us: 

WE HOPE

TO SEE YOU

IN PORTO!

isupphdclub@gmail.com


